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Enclave to Urbanity by Johnathan Andrew Farris
Enclave to Urbanity by Johnathan Farris is a book that presents amusing and diverse accounts of a cross-cultural interaction that took place in Guangzhou(Canton). Throughout the book covered by the book, Canton has managed to undergo a meticulous transformation out of China's late imperial port city for a Euro-American trade, a developing city present in the republican era (Farris, n.d.). The book mainly focuses on changes in architecture, day to day lives of the Guangzhou residents, and the urban landscape. Farris has revealed the shift in boundaries that took place between the foreign inhibitors and the Chinese.  Spatial and cultural differences were a bigger part of the shifts. Throughout the work, the author has focused major attention on how urbanism, architecture, and cross-cultural relations can shape the history of a city collaboratively.
The goal of the book has been outlined in the chapter’s introduction. And it states, exploring architecture is a crucial frame in understanding the foreign relations of the Chinese. Farris has stated the goal well with justification based in Guangzhou as an important case study of the subject (Farris, n.d.).  The book has discussed cross-cultural interactions and the impact they had on china's urbanism and architecture. Additionally, Farris has distinguished his works from other scholars by depicting the urban development and architectural, cultural influence in Guangzhou. The authors attempt to describe Chinese architecture in a wider context both to scholars and the general audience. 
Farris has also utilized different primary source materials in coming up with Guangzhou’s history and foreign presence. Apart from analyzing the painting of maps, photographs, and sketches of buildings and other typical materials used in scholarly architecture, he has also analyzed different plan drawing sketches made by the foreigners traveling and settling in Guangzhou. The author has managed to stitch the fragmented materials together in recreating different scenes of architecture and cultural interactions. 
Farris has planned the analysis in four chapters. All of which address the chronological narrative of the history of Guangzhou. The first chapters are more focused on 13 factories that existed in the city of the canton. Farris has explained the secreted compound for all foreign traders. Later on, the compound was burned to the ground by local Chinese in the arrow war (Farris, n.d.). Looking at the events as architecture, they present an emblem between Sinio-Western confrontations and collaboration. The 2nd and 3rd chapters address the city's development from the arrow war that started in 1905 to the thirteen factories period. In the 4th chapter, Harris has explained the city's development from the modernization era till the 1930s. A period where the foreign influences came to be part of an active transformation role in China. Farris has tied all the fourth chapters with a proposed theme of spatial relations and cultural interactions. The book also has a conclusion that interplays between cultural activities and physical space. Additionally, the methodological framework used and use of primary sources in coming up with a book that is of great reference for both the art and architectural historians in situating their works using a broader context.  Casual readers, on the other hand, can be curious regarding the foreign presence in China. How the book has incorporated impressive images, plates, and accessible narratives/additionally, the architectural examples used by Andrew include unique constructions, designs, and even interventions. However, much of the architecture is Chinese and shows very little of Guangzhou. 
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